
Michael McGaghie D.M.A, is Assistant Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities at Macalester College and 
conductor of the Harvard Glee Club Alumni Chorus. He conducts the Macalester Concert Choir and Chorale and teaches 
courses in music history and criticism. An active adjudicator and clinician, he has served as chorusmaster of the Minnesota 
Bach Ensemble and as regular guest conductor of the Twin Cities ensemble Singers in Accord. He sings tenor as a member 
of the Minnesota Beethoven Festival Chorale.  The American Choral Directors Association has frequently recognized his work. 
Under his diUnder his direction, the Macalester Concert Choir was chosen by a double-blind audition to perform at ACDA’s 2016 North 
Central Division Conference. He was one of seven American conductors selected for the ACDA International Conductors 
Exchange Program in China, where he conducted several student and professional choirs in greater Shanghai. His doctoral 
thesis on Minnesotan composer Dominick Argento received ACDA’s Julius Herford Prize, awarded annually for the nation’s 
most outstanding dissertation in choral music. Deeply committed to undergraduate education, Dr. McGaghie previously 
seserved on the conducting faculties of Harvard University and The Boston Conservatory. His teaching has received multiple 
awards from Harvard’s Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning. He holds degrees from Harvard College and Boston 
University, and he remains a proud member of Red Sox Nation.

Timothy Sawyer has enjoyed an active career as a conductor, educator and professional singer. He has done advanced 
conducting studies with Helmuth Rilling, Sweden’s Eric Ericson, Margaret Hillis, Vance George, Gregg Smith and others. He is 
a veteran of several professional choirs, among them the Dale Warland Singers, the Ensemble Singers of VocalEssence of 
Minnesota, and the Oregon Bach Festival Chorus, with which he shared in a collective Grammy Award in 2000 for the 
recording of Kyzysztof Penderecki’s “Credo.” He is currently on the active professional rosters of the Minnesota Beethoven 
FFestival Chorale and the South Dakota Chorale. Since 1989, Sawyer has been a member of the music faculty at the University 
of Northwestern-St. Paul [tksawyer@unwsp.edu] where he conducts the critically-acclaimed Northwestern Choir, which has 
performed extensively throughout the United States, Canada, Scandinavia, the Baltic states, and in western, central and 
eastern Europe, including Ukraine, where it was the rst American university choir invited to perform for Kiev’s Tchaikovsky 
Conservatory. He is a member of the board and affiliate faculty member with Music in World Cultures, an international 
oorganization using music education as a strategic tool in developing cross-cultural relationships.

Yuri Ivan D.M.A., completed his formal music training in Ukraine where his primary teachers were Jarema Skybinky and 
Mykola Kolessa. Mr. Ivan also studied with Yuri Simonov, Adalberto Tonnini, Vjacheslav Blinov and Yuri Lutsiv. After 
graduating from The State Conservatory of Music in Lviv, he served from 1996 to 2000 as an Associate Conductor at The 
State Theatre of Opera and Ballet in Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine, where he conducted productions including The Marriage of 
Figaro, Rigoletto, La Traviata, Carmen, Pagliacci, Eugene Oneguine, Die Fledermaus, La Fille Mal Gardée, Giselle, Don Quixote, 
SSwan Lake and Sleeping Beauty. In 2001, Mr. Ivan was named Artistic Director of Trans-Carpathian Philharmonic, 
co-founded the Uzhgorod Youth Orchestra, and the Young Virtuosi music festival in Ukraine. He also appeared with LVMI 
Opera, the National Symphony-Pops Orchestra of Ukraine, the National Broadcasting Company Orchestra of Ukraine and 
the Northern Hungarian Symphony. Mr. Ivan completed his doctoral studies in conducting at the U of M where he studied 
with Akira Mori and Craig Kirchhoff. Currently, he is the Music Director at St. Constantine Ukrainian Catholic Church. Dr. Ivan 
is ais active in the artistic life of the Twin Cities metro area, collaborating with a range of artistic and educational organizations. 
Since 2006, he has served as Music Director of the Linden Hills Chamber Orchestra. Since 2007 he has served as the 
conductor for the Metropolitan ballet and Artistic Director of the Kenwood Symphony. Yuri Ivan founded the 
Byzantine Choral Festival in 2009.

Festival Choir Conductors
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5:00 p.m.

St. Constantine Ukrainian Catholic Church
515 University Avenue NE
Minneapolis, MN

The 7th Annual

Byzantine Choral Festival



Please join us after the concert for a dessert reception upstairs in the school. 

Any donation is appreciated and  can be given to the ushers as you exit 
or left in the basket at the reception.  Thank you in advance for your support!

Blessed be the name of the Lord, now and forever, and forever and ever.

Dmytro BortnianskyBlessed be the Name of the Lord

We sing to You, we praise You
We thank you, O Lord
And we pray to You, our God. 

Performed in Church Slavonic

Sergey RachmaninovNo. 12 Teбe Пoeмь

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked.  
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous but the way of the wicked shall perish.  
Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice in Him with trembling.  
Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.  
Arise, O Lord, save me O my God. 
Salvation belongs to the Lord; Thy blessing be upon Thy people.
GloGlory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

D. Lucs1st Kathisma Hymn - Blessed is the Man

When you had fallen asleep in the esh as one immortal,
O King and Lord, you arose again on the third day, 
Raising up Adam from corruption and abolishing death.
A Pascha of incorruption, salvation of the world.

Performed in Church Slavonic.  

Roman Hurko Plotiju

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
Let us cry out to God, our Savior and proclaim His glory from age to age.
Show us Thy mercy, Lord. Command with Thy strength and fortify within us that which Thou didst create.
Add days upon days to the king, and his years to the day of eternity.
He will abide before God forever; Who shall search out His mercy and truth?  
Thus we will sing praises to Thy name forever.

Performed in Church Slavonic
Dmytro BortnianskyCeй Дeнь, Егoжe Coтвoри Гocпoдь (This is the Day) Concerto 9 

Conductors: Michael McGaghie, Timothy Sawyer, Yuri Ivan
The Festival Choir of the Byzantine Choral Music Festival

The Festival Choir will perform songs from the following selections: 

Nadia Doroschak, Yuri Ivan, Christina Jermihov, Maria Sheremeta, Becky Sowada
Festival Planning Committee

We warmly thank the following for their contributions to the Byzantine Choral Festival:  Very Reverend 
Father Canon Michael Stelmach, St. Constantine Ukrainian Catholic Church, Nancy Sowada, Christopher 
Ambrozich, Marusia Doroschak, Bob Iwaskewych, Sergiy Kalmuk, Gwen Kardell, Megan Kardell, 
McKenzie Maki, Taras Pidhayny, Emily Pilacinski, Mika Raymond, Robert Sowada, Becker Boy Scout Troop 92, 
St. Maron Catholic Church, All Saints Catholic Church, St. Michael’s & St. George’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
Relevant Radio, The Northeaster.

Special Thanks

To nd out more about the Byzantine Choral Festival, visit our website or nd us on Facebook:

       http://byzantinechoralfestivalmn.webs.com 
       https://www.facebook.com/ByzantineChoralFestivalMN

Join our mailing list by sending an email to:  byzantinechoralfestival@gmail.com

More information

The Byzantine Choral Festival was founded in 2009 by Yuri Ivan, DMA, with the intent to create a venue where 
Byzantine church choirs could share their music.  It has continued to grow each year, both in scope and 
attendance.  In 2012, the workshop was added on the Saturday preceding the concert, which allowed 
choristers to learn singing techniques and new musical pieces.  The Festival Choir formed at the workshop 
has become one of the highlights of the concert.  
 

History

It is the unique feature of church choirs that people with different backgrounds meld together, performing 
complex choral pieces, being touched, moved and inspired by the beauty of the liturgical music.  We are 
pleased to create this forum for choirs and choir masters and invite them to share their unique inspiration 
and love for liturgical music with all of us.  This year we asked the participants to share a piece they perform 
during Great Lent. Please enjoy this celebration featuring several different choral traditions in one concert 
performance.

Welcome



It is truly right to bless you, Theotokos.
Ever blessed, most pure, and mother of our God.
More honorable than the Cherubim
And beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim
Without corruption you gave birth to God the Word.
We magnify you, the true Theotokos.

Performed in Ukrainian

Kyrylo StecenkoДостойно (It is Truly Right) 

A mercy of peace, a sacrice of praise.
And with your spirit.
We lift them up to the Lord.
It is proper and right.
Holy, holy, holy, Lord Sabaoth.
Heaven and earth are lled with your glory.
Hosanna in the highesHosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to God in the highest.
Amen.
We praise You, we bless You, we give thanks to You,
and we pray to You, Lord our God.

Performed in Ukrainian 

Mychailo VynohradovМилість Спокою (A Mercy of Peace, a Sacrice of Praise)

At Your Mercy resorts, Hail Mary prayers in our afflictions not contempt, 
but deliver us from harm, only pure and blessings.

Performed in Ukrainian

Dmytro BortnianskyДо Tвоєї ласки (At Your Mercy)

Arden Hills

Directed by Halyna Myroniuk and Oleksiy Khrystych

St. Katherine Ukrainian Orthodox Church Choir

How great in Zion Thou art praised!  No mortal tongue, oh Lord, can tell.
Above the sky Thy throne is raised. All of Earth’s creatures laud Thee well.
The Lord our God is great in creation. By night and day, sing only elation! 

Performed in Ukrainian, Church Slavonic and English

D. BortnianskyБлaгocлoви Bcix (So Great is God)

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen.
Only-begotten Son and Word of God, You are immortal, and You willed for our salvation to be made esh
of the holy Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary, and without change you became man.  You were crucied,
O Christ our God, and trampled death by death.  You are one of the Holy Trinity, gloried with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, save us.  

Performed in Ukrainian

D. BortnianskyЄдинopoдний Cинy (Only Begotton Son)

Minneapolis

Directed by Yuri Ivan, DMA

St. Constantine Ukrainian Catholic Church Choir

Lord, have mercy.  

Performed in Church Slavonic

G. LvovskyLord, Have Mercy

Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord. (refrain)
O Lord my God, Thou art very great.  (refrain)
Thou art clothed with honor and majesty. (refrain)
The waters stood above the mountains. 
How glorious are Thy works, O Lord. (refrain)
TThou makest springs gush forth in valleys; they ow betwen the hills. (refrain)
In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Glory to Thee, O Lord, who hast made them all.

N. Kedrov Sr.Psalm 104

Minneapolis

Directed by Deacon Gregory Ealy

St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral Male Choir



Rejoice, virgin mother of Christ who hast conceived by ear, with Gabriel as messenger.
Rejoice, for full of God thou gavest birth without pain, with the lily of purity.
Rejoice, for the resurrection of thy Son now shines, whose death thou mourned.
Rejoice, as Christ ascends, and, in thy sight, is carried into heaven by His own strength.
Rejoice, thou who riseth after Him and to whom great honor is due in the palace of heaven.
Where the fruit of thy womb is granted us, through thee, to enjoy in eternal rejoicing.
AAlleluia

Josquin des Prez

Performed in Latin

Gaude Virgo, Mater Christi

    
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You, we bless You, we adore You, we glorify You,
We give You thanks for Your great glory.
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son.
LLord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High.
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Performed in Latin 

Laus Magna Ambrosiana
Mass Ordinary

Gloria in Excelsis Deo

We who mystically represent the Cherubim and who sing the thrice holy hymn to the life giving Trinity and 
who sing to the life creating Trinity.  All cares let us lay aside, let us lay aside every care of this life
so we may receive the King of all.  

Tikey ZesCherubic Hymn 

St. Paul

Jonathan D. Campbell, Artistic Director

Minnesota Renaissance Choir

You are a vineyard newly blossomed.
Young, beautiful, growing in Eden.
A fragrant poplar sapling in Paradise.
May God adorn you.  No one is more worthy of praise.
You yourself are the sun shining brilliantly.

Medieval Georgian Hymn
Text attributed to King Demtrius I of Georgia

Shen Khar Venakhi

Performed in Georgian

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal
Have mercy on us.

arr. Eva Quartet

Performed in Bulgarian

Sviati Bozhe

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal
Have mercy on us.

Zakaria PaliashviliTsmindao Ghmerto

Performed in Georgian

Minneapolis

The Lacewings is an artist collective dedicated to illuminating 
women’s music from diverse European traditions.

The Lacewings


